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I. In General 


A. General Nature, Power, and Administration of Courts 


§ 1. Nature and power of court as governmental body and judicial tribunal 
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Courts are legal governmental institutions and judicial tribunals engaged in the administration of justice, under the 
authority of a constitution or statutes, with inherent judicial power and authority as courts and as separate and equal 
branches of government. 


The term "court" generally refers to a legally established institution designed and authorized to administer justice,! existing as 
a forum to hear and resolve suits and controversies raised by parties who have invoked its authority? and existing to declare 
and enforce the law. A court is a tribunal officially assembled under authority of law,* at the appropriate time and place, for 


the administration of justice." 


A court is a governmental institution, comprised of judges and their supporting staff, whom the law charges with the 
responsibility to administer justice. Courts are not simply agencies of the government” but are also a separate and equal branch 


of government. 


2 


Courts are not self-conceived” but exist by force of law! under the authority of constitutional provisions! or statutes, | and 


not by the courts! rule-making power!> or by the parties’ stipulation or conduct. 14 


A court is a continuous institution regardless of changes in personnel of its judges during the course of litigation. ad 
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